
 

 

December MOSAIC NEWS 
 

The Christmas season is upon us, and our MOSAIC group has several holiday events this month. Twen-
ty seven traveled to Edenton for a Rocky Hock Playhouse performance of “O Night Divine”.  We en-
joyed a buffet luncheon, followed by a performance to get us in the Christmas spirit. 
 

We hope that you will join us for our MOSAIC Christmas Party 

 Saturday, December 5 

                             Bring your favorite finger food to Room 123  

Beverages provided 

3:00pm - 5:00pm 

Entertainment by “One Voice” 
  

On December 20, some of us will join our church family in caroling from 4:00 - 5:15 and then travel to Swansboro 
to participate in a MORAVIAN Love Feast and church service. If anyone is interested in going, please contact Andy 
and Karen Gower (626-0347).  As 2016 approaches, we hope that you will choose to get involved with this very  
active group.  
 

May each of you have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

With a few short lines, J.R.R. Tolkien captured a truth we are   
seeking to share with our confirmands in this first unit of six      
sessions.  Know Your Story is our title.  The story of the Gospel is 
old and young.  It is as old as creation, the Garden of Eden,       
redemption upon the cross, the giving of the Holy Spirit, the    
founding of the Church, and promise of New Creation.  Yet it is as 
new as our participation in the Story of Grace.  
 

Coming into December, we are also in the season of Advent, the 
first season in the annual retelling of the story.  Advent gives 
shape to the story in much of the same way the Old Testament 
gives shape to our reading and understanding of the New.  Advent 
sees the big picture of the end and prepares us for the detailed 
telling of the parts.  As such, we are taught not to read each      
episode as the entire story.  Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, 
Pentecost, and Christ the King Sunday are chapters in the Story of 
Grace.  Each movement brings us closer to the Advent of Jesus 

Christ and the New Heavens and New Earth. 
 

The Story of Grace is invitational.  All people are invited to join the story, to accept a place in the greatest tale of 
love every written, ever told.   
 

The Story of Grace is demanding as it calls for us to live our part faithfully in our time.   
 

The Story of Grace is blessed.  It begins with blessing, “And God blessed them and said be fruitful and multiply. . .”  
It continues with blessing, the blessing of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, of Hannah and Samuel, of Mary and of us.  
The Psalmist captured it, “how blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly.”  Jesus expressed 
it, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” The last chapter conveys it, “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that 
they may have the right to the tree of life and may enter the gates into the city.” 
 

Advent, confirmation classes, worship services, Sunday school are all telling the Story of Grace.  This narrative of 
love and mercy has wound its way into valleys and up mountains, across rivers and oceans, and through time.  We 
now have a part and place in the story, in our story.  When our part is done, then we can have some rest, and the 
rest is eternally refreshing. 
         David Banks 

“Why, to think of it, we’re in the same tale 
still! It’s going on. Don’t the great tales  
never end?” 
 
“No, they never end as tales,” said Frodo.  
“But the people in them come, and go 
when their part’s ended. Our part will end 
later – or sooner.” 
 
“And then we can have some rest and 
some sleep,” said Sam. 
 
The Lord of the Rings, Part Two, The Two 
Towers; from The Stairs of Cirith Ungol, by 
J.R. R. Tolkien 


